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South Australian Music Camp
Association Inc.

The South Australian State Music Camp was launched in 1962 as the May Music Camp, and has
operated consistently since then, providing young instrumentalists with an opportunity to play in
orchestras. Music Camp has become an integral part of the lives of many young South Australian
musicians. It is interesting to note that campers from earlier generations keep in touch with the
movement, either as proud parents of keen young campers, or sometimes as tutors and
conductors.

The value of State Music Camp is recognised by placing young players in a stimulating environment
where they tackle and master challenging and enjoyable repertoire and succeed in presenting an
exciting final concert to parents and friends. What is achieved in one week is nothing short of
miraculous. Campers are tutored by experienced professional musicians and conductors who are
chosen for their experience with youth musicians. The success of State Music Camp is clearly
evident by the number of well-established performers and teachers in our community who
acknowledge the valuable part that Music Camp, State and National, has played in their own
musical lives.

Our camps have been an outstanding success musically, educationally, and socially. The students
put in a great effort and are rewarded with a magnificent concert to conclude Camp. Many thanks
to all those who contribute so ably to this fantastic event. Our thanks to all the parents, relatives
and friends who attend the final concert. Your children and all involved in South Australian State
Music Camp appreciate your support.

The South Australian Music Camp Association Inc. is a not-for-profit organisation which offers
students the opportunity to strive for excellence in music by participation in one of the five graded
ensembles during camp week. The organisational team volunteer many hours of their time and are
truly dedicated to the youth music movement in South Australia.

The story began with a fortuitous meeting at Scotch College Melbourne in 1943 between John
Bishop, Dr Percy Jones and newly arrived American pianist and music educator, Ruth Alexander,
saw the seeds of friendship sown. Throughout the ensuing years, Ruth Alexander fired the
imagination of John Bishop with her descriptions of American summer music camps. John Bishop
travelled extensively and brought back a burning ambition to instigate such musical camps in
Australia.

The first Australian Music Camp was held at Point Lonsdale, Victoria, in the summer of 1948 under
the auspices of the National Fitness Council and the Victorian School Music Association. The
experiment was highly successful and although the idea grew from similar activities overseas, the
Australian movement developed its own individual identity. Immediately following this first
National Music Camp, John Bishop left Victoria to take up a new appointment at the Elder
Conservatorium, University of Adelaide. His musical achievements in South Australia are
distinguished and many, but for us, one of the most important was the establishment of the May
Music Camp in 1962 (as it was called until the school year changed from three to four terms) which
transformed into the South Australian State Music Camp, and as they say, the rest is history.



A note from the Director

Welcome to Brighton Secondary School, and the State Music Camp Concert 2025. We are very
fortunate that Brighton agreed to host camp this year. The extensive facilities have made it a very

smooth running and successful camp, culminating in tonight’s concerts in this beautiful hall.

Music camp relies on both local and interstate conductors, as well as the generosity of specialist
tutors from all over Adelaide. The young musicians at camp benefit greatly from the dedication

and enthusiasm of these music educators, many of whom come back to camp year after year.

The concept of music camp, founded by Professor John Bishop could not have survived over the
years without the hours of work put in, both before and during camp of the Music Camp

Committee.

Thank you to all the parents and instrumental teachers of those performing this evening, for your

encouragement and support of the young musicians here tonight.

It has been my pleasure to once again direct State Music Camp in 2025.

Mitch Brunsden OAM

Mitch Brunsden OAM

Mitch conducted for the first time at a State Music Camp in 1967. He has conducted each of the
orchestras including the Marcus String Orchestra at Camp’s 40" birthday concert. Mitch has
tutored and previously held the position of Music Camp Director. Mitch spent 27 years as a senior
string teacher with the Education Department Music Branch; he has conducted AdYO’s Adelaide
Youth Strings, and now runs a very successful private teaching practice. In 2006 Mitch was
awarded the medal of the Order of Australia for services to music as a performer, teacher, and
conductor of student ensembles. In the same year he was recognised by the Australian String
Teachers Association (AUSTA) with a state award for distinguished services to the string
community. In 2015 he received a Life Membership with the South Australian Music Camp
Association, and in 2016 Mitch was recognised for noteworthy service to music education in
non-government schools.
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Stimson Wind Ensemble

Ensemble named after former Association President, Rosemary Stimson

Conductor Nic Jeffries
Leader Houyi Jiang

Flute |

Houyi Jiang
Annika Collins
Naomi Miller
Thomas Cobiac
Yara Vladimirov
Clara Drury

Flute Il

Verity Ramirez
Phoebe Grossman
Anastasia Jovanovic
Fleur Hambling
Rose Bridgman
Akari Yodo

Kiarna Drewett

Oboe

Perry Lam
Jackie Kang

Clarinet |
Tamara Durand
Mason Sands Kwong

Clarinet Il
Nicholas Edwards
Jayden Lu

Clarinet Il
Isabel Wilson
Mary Waterhouse*

Bass Clarinet
Nikhil DahmA”

Alto Saxophone |
Jesaya Brandt
Lucy Whittall

Alto Saxophone Il
Lauren Grossmann
Oliver McCallum J
Patrick ‘Paddy’ Rosenweig

Tenor Saxophone
Gabriella Trujillo-Schaffer

Bassoon
Angus McBride*

Horn

Mika Pearn
Henry Gaydon
Che Nen Loh

Trumpet
Annika Weber J'
Christopher Davidson
Chloe Martin
Krystine Georgy

Trombone
Olivia Zhong
Elodie Julia

Tuba
Albert Rabin

Percussion

Henry Klingberg
Dexter Peddie
Nathaniel Burrows
Yuuka Young

Stimson Tutors
Tegan Beck

Thom Hopgood

lan Boath

Isabella Van Loenen

J Comperes
A Shared Players
*Tutor



Marcus String Orchestra

Ensemble named after Camp’s first Administrator, Betty Marcus AM
Conductor Lester Wong

Leader Rebecca Gu

Violin |
Rebecca Gu
Isabella Natale
Ethan Tan J
Brigid Guo
Melinda Wu
Yuna Oh
Isabelle Goddard
Taiyo Thorpe
Chloe Yu

lan Lin

Sangu Lee

Violin Il
Leon Zheng

Noelia Torres Hernandez J'

Olivia Holmes
Jane Kim
Shreyan Golla
Justin Yu
Harriet Faast
Senuli Subasinha
Anelisa Dungeni
Ava Lawrie
Kaylee Keszler
Teison Cerna
Phoebus Sou

Marcus Tutors
Paris Netting
Emily Crocker
Apollon Velonakis
Alison Marton
Monica Myoung

Viola

Eric Yu

Sophie Wong
Ilona Danilovic
Grace Zhang
Eloise Yiu

Cello
Leonardo Natale
Yat Ming Hui
Anthony Tan
Anna Mao
Weiyi Meng
Samuel Ramos
Anwen Chi
Jonathan Jiao
Lukas Vuong
Isaac Kim
Henry Gao
Andy liang
Maxton Singh
Amelia Song

J Comperes
A Shared Players
*Tutor



Alexander Orchestra

Ensemble named after Founder, Ruth Alexander
Conductor Brendan Pearn

Leader Olivia Long

Violin |

Olivia Long

Meiyi Ren

Aaron Mi
Angelina Archer
Eva Knowles
Alicja Trzaskowski J'
Mahdir Bin Munir
Li-Ern Tan

Ally Tan

Linh Hoang

Cathy Jiang
Rowan Tyler
Gracie Cheung
Anderson Nguyen
Chiara Ranasinghe

Violin Il

Charlotte Embery
Johanna Meakin
Maddison Andrews
Niamh Abela De Giovanni
Ariel Guo

Anwen Yang

Lara Santos

Ella Wen

Jiana Kang

Elvia Martinez
Janhvi Sharma
Lucas Yu

Viola
Eva Li
Frederick Knowles
Nathan Yokohama

Cello

Yat Nok Hui
Aviv Choi

Nate Wang
Poppy Pan
Jessie Li
Nadara Kennington
Zera Wong
Grace Lee
Sumin Lee
Chiara Paris
Elesha Ramirez
Hannah Mai
Jevenn Sou

Double Bass
Chenxi Wang
Reinhart Vanderschaeghe*

Flute
Emily O’'Brien
Hannah Guntrip

Oboe
Marcus Cheng”?
Shikhar Golla

Clarinet
Riley Love”
Chaz Pacella®

Bass Clarinet
Nikhil Dahm#

Bassoon
Angus McBride*

Horn

Edward Robertson”
Warrick Ong

Lucy Rattigan*
Liam McBride*

Trumpet
Jemima Cook J'
Lahni Sims

Mia Meng

Trombone
Ed Koltun*
Thien Pham
Leo Pearn

Tuba
Sian Watt*

Percussion”

Andrew Chen-Schmeiss

Lucas Spencer
Lucia Farchione
Samuel Beames
Taylor Garton

J Comperes
A Shared Players
*Tutor



Shephard Concert Band

Ensemble named after former Director and President, David Shephard
Conductor Andrew Barrett

Leader Sau Svenson

Piccolo
Jasmine Tiller

Flute I

Sau Svenson
Corey Barnett
James Arkwright
Olivia Kim
Charlotte Hislop
Sam Reed

Flute Il

Danni Wang
Braden Holley
Eden Moriarty

Hoi Yu ‘Claudia’ Ng
Nicole He

Isabella Si

Leah Hoffmann

Oboe
Marcus Cheng

Clarinet |
Hannah Vincent J
Chaz Pacella®

Clarinet Il
Riley Love”?
Danh Luu

Clarinet Il
Finn Grimes
Evie Jackson

Bass Clarinet
Nikhil Dahm#

Bassoon
Angus McBride*

Alto Saxophone |
Eloise Scott
Jamie Spooner
Haoran Yang

Alto Saxophone Il
Takuma Young
Benjamin Castle
Chang Yang Ryan Tan

Tenor Saxophone
Sophie Shultz
Miles Curtis &
Amelie Van Zijl

Baritone Saxophone
Rushton Sims

Horn

Jonah Blakeley
Lucy Rattigan*
Liam McBride*

Trumpet
Enyue Aries Li
Xavier Russell
Clarice Ip

Trombone
Emily Meier
Isabel Montes
Ed Koltun*

Euphonium
Riley Peterson

Tuba
Edward Robertson”

Sian Watt*

Percussion”

Andrew Chen-Schmeiss

Lucas Spencer
Lucia Farchione
Samuel Beames
Taylor Garton

J Comperes
A Shared Players
*Tutor



Bishop Orchestra

Ensemble named after Founder, Professor John Bishop OBE

Conductor Christopher Bearman OAM

Leader Josiah Spode

Violin |

Josiah Spode
Kheng Yin Wong
Sunny Yu

Misha Brittingham
Jenny Newman*

Violin I

Anna Luo

Ebony Peddie
Sebastian Chen J'
Hyunjun Oh
Lester Wong*

Viola

Livia Sibly &
Charles Pan
Shelly Walker*
Paris Netting*

Cello

Emma Zhang
Annabelle Tan
Ania Choi
Gabriele Natale
Jintian Chen
Christina Meakin
William Judd
Remi Bubner
Daivik Chopra

Double Bass
Reinhardt Vanderschaeghe*

J Comperes
A Shared Players
*Tutor



Concert 1 Programme

Stimson Wind Ensemble

Highlights from Jurassic Park
A Childhood Hymn

Due North

Marcus String Orchestra

Carnival of The Animals
l. Royal March of the Lion; XII. Fossils

The Golden Gateway

The Avengers

Alexander Orchestra
Suite from Masquerade
.  Waltz

Suite in A major, Op. 98a, American
Movement 1

Gravitas

John Williams, arr. Johnnie Vinson
David R. Holsinger

Michael Sweeney

Camille Saint-Saéns,
Arranged by Frank J. Halferty

Brian Balmages (ASCAP)

Alan Silvestri
Arranged by Larry Moore

Aram Khachaturian

Antonin Dvorak

Soon Hee Newbold (ASCAP)



Concert 2 Programme

Shephard Concert Band

Second Suite in F for Military Band, Op. 28

No. 2
.  March

He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother

Still
If You’re Happy and You Know It Play 6/8

Music from Wicked

Bishop Orchestra

Andante Festivo

Suite for String Orchestra
Movements lll, V & VI

Serenade for Strings
Finale

Gustav Holst,
Revised & Edited Colin Matthews

Bob Russell & Bobby Scott,
Arranged Andrew Barrett

Brian Balmages (ASCAP)
Arranged Andrew Barrett

Stephen Schwartz,
Arranged Michael Sweeney

Jean Sibelius

LeoS JanacCek

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky



Conductor profiles

Nic Jeffries

Nic Jeffries is a passionate music educator, accomplished
performer, and arts leader dedicated to empowering the next
generation of young musicians. Born in Sydney, Nic has spent
more than two decades inspiring students and audiences
alike, sharing his gifts as a vocalist, saxophonist, conductor,
and mentor.

A graduate of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music (BMus
Performance —Saxophone), Nic has taught voice and
woodwind across all levels of education — from early
childhood programs to tertiary institutions — and has
conducted wind ensembles, jazz big bands, and full

orchestras. His teaching and leadership experience spans
both public and private sectors, including key roles within the NSW Department of Education and
esteemed schools such as The Scots College and Knox Grammar School.

In 2017, Nic founded the Jeffries Academy of Music (JAM), which now supports over 200 voice and
instrumental students in Sydney. He also served on the board of the Australian Band and Orchestra
Directors Association(ABODA) NSW, contributing to the advancement of ensemble music
education nationally.

In 2023, Nic relocated with his family to Adelaide, where he was appointed Executive Director of
the Adelaide Youth Orchestras. Since arriving in South Australia, he has worked closely with the
government, the Department for Education, and the Elder Conservatorium of Music to shape
strategy, expand outreach, and strengthen music education across the state.

Now based in a UNESCO City of Music, Nic is committed to positioning Adelaide as a global hub for
music learning and performance. He serves on the Board of Directors of the Australian Network of
Youth Orchestras (ANYO), helping to drive national collaboration and support for youth orchestras
across the country.

Nic firmly believes that all young people deserve access to high-quality music education. As a
connector of ideas and people — across education, government, business, and philanthropy — he
continues to champion the social, emotional, and cognitive benefits of music in the lives of young
Australians.



Lester Wong

Lester grew up in Singapore and moved to South Australia in
2012. He graduated with First Class Honours in Violin
performance from the Elder Conservatorium of Music, studying
with Keith Crellin and Wendy Heiligenberg, and is the recipient
of the Elder Conservatorium Directors Award, Arved and
Suzanne Kurtz Scholarship, Florence Cooke Violin Prize, and
Prize for Excellence in Postgraduate research.

He has led orchestras on multiple national tours with Co-Opera
and the State Opera of South Australia, and has performed in
and attended major music and Chamber music festivals and
schools around Australia. He is currently an active member and
board member of the Adelaide Hills Chamber Players.

Lester is Acting Director of Music Performance and Coordinator
of Strings at Pembroke School, and is currently also pursuing his PhD at the University of Adelaide,
investigating the performance intersection between the violin and hugin.

As a hugin player, Lester is a First Prize winner at the Singapore National Chinese music
competition, and studied with renowned Erhu player Zhang Yu Ming. He is also a founding
member of the Silk Strings Ensemble — Adelaide based hugin trio.

Brendon Pearn

Adelaide born musician and educator Brendon Pearn
commenced his cello studies through South Australia’s
Instrumental Music Service and was a student in
Brighton Secondary School’s Special Interest Music
Program. He later continued to study the cello under
Janis Laurs at the Elder Conservatorium of Music,
University of Adelaide.

Upon completing his music studies Brendon worked as
a freelance cellist in many different ensembles around
South Australia and as a cello tutor for both the
Instrumental Music Service and Independent Schools
sector. Involved as a Manager in the first years of the
Adelaide Youth Orchestra and occasionally working in the Operations Department of the Adelaide
Symphony Orchestra, Brendon began to focus more on Arts Administration and consequently into
Music Education.

Brendon has worked in numerous schools across Adelaide, most notably as the Coordinator of
Instrumental Music at Westminster School, and at Fortismere School in London. He has also
worked as a tutor and conductor for organisations such as AUSTA, Suzuki Schools and SA State
Music Camp. In 2009 Brendon conducted at the Melbourne Youth Music Summer School and
worked as the Education Coordinator of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. Whilst working



within this wide-reaching orchestral education program, Brendon took the orchestra and its
award-winning education program into schools across WA. Currently working at Methodist Ladies’
College, Perth, Brendon has held positions as an Interim Director of Music, Senior Music
Coordinator, VET Music Coordinator and Head of Year (9-12). These roles have seen him direct the
College’s String Ensembles, Orchestras and productions such as Calamity Jane, Little Women and
MLC's first opera performance, Noye’s Fludde, by Benjamin Britten.

Andrew Barrett

Andrew graduated from the Queensland Conservatorium of Music
in 1995 with a Bachelor of Music majoring in horn. He has worked
professionally in orchestras in Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide and St
Gallen (Switzerland) on horn and piano. Andrew is the Head of
Music at Brighton Secondary School, a position he has held since
the start of 2016. He has worked full time at this school since 2008
and has directed the Boys' Chamber Choir, Concert Band, Concert
Choir, Brass Ensemble, Dixieland Band, Jazz Combo, Symphony
Orchestra and the 2017 and 2019 International Tour Choirs, as well
as amassing a large body of compositions and arrangements for
these ensembles. His skills as an accompanist are regularly utilised
at Brighton Secondary School with choirs and soloists. Andrew has
previously directed the Shephard Concert Band in 2021, 2022 and 2024 and is delighted to return
to the South Australian Music Camp in 2025.

Christopher Bearman OAM
Originally from Sussex, UK, Christopher Bearman studied '
violin under Peter Carter at Dartington College and Eli
Goren at the Guildhall School of Music in London. Following
his graduation, Christopher enjoyed a vibrant freelance
career in London, performing for over twenty years with
many of Britain’s leading ensembles, including the BBC
Symphony Orchestra, London Mozart Players, and the
English Sinfonia.

s Eam

After relocating to Australia, Christopher taught at the
Newcastle Conservatorium and conducted the University
Orchestra. He later served as Director of the Central Coast
Regional Conservatorium (NSW) for more than a decade. }
Since retiring to Tasmania in 2017, Christopher was Chief Tty
Conductor of the Tasmanian Youth Orchestra from 2019

until December 2023. He is currently involved with the Launceston Youth and Community
Orchestra (LYCO) in northern Tasmania and continues to hold the role of Conductor with Opera
Hunter in New South Wales.




Did you know?

10 years ago

2015 marked the 42™ year SA State Music Camp took place at St Peter’s College, St Peters. This
central location was described by Rosemary Stimson as a musical haven where students could
experience high standard music making in beautiful surroundings. St Peter’s provided numerous
teaching spaces, the da Costa dining hall and an outstanding performance space for the final
concert, being Memorial Hall. Bryan Griffiths first conducted the Alexander Orchestra in 2011,
having been engaged for the task due to his experience as conductor of the Burnside Symphony
Orchestra and with Adelaide Youth Orchestras. As a former participant, Bryan described the music
camp experience as profound. As the conductor of an Adelaide community orchestra, he was
aware many members continued to enjoy the experience of performance as adults, having
participated in music camps as children.

5 ensembles performed at the concert on the evening of Friday 10 July in Memorial Hall:

e Hawkes Wind Ensemble, named after past student, committee member and Administrator
Josie Hawkes is now titled Stimson and was conducted by David Winnall.
Marcus String Orchestra named after Betty Marcus AM was conducted by Lynley Bramble.
Alexander Orchestra named after Ruth Alexander, was conducted by Bryan Griffiths.

e Shephard Concert Band, named after David Shephard, SASMC Director [1995-1998], was
conducted by Michal Rosiak.

® Bishop Orchestra named after John Bishop, was conducted by Rowan Harvey-Martin.

20 years ago

Students at the 2005 SASMC were led by dedicated teaching staff who appeared courtesy of the SA
Police Band, Department of Education and Children’s Services, Elder School of Music, and the
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra. Members of Bishop Orchestra shared the wonderful opportunity to
work under the baton of QLD Youth Orchestras founder John Curro AM MBE. 316 students
attended, supported by 28 tutors along with ensemble managers and administrative staff. Stephen
Millar remarked that there are always children who attend music camp from schools where they
are the only person learning their instrument. Students of rare instruments such as bassoon and
oboe meet others who play their instrument. Participants from remote areas benefit from
immersion in an ensemble which is much bigger than they are used to. Director Liz Koch noted St
Peter’s College Headmaster Philip Grutzner attended the concert and rehearsals, addressing the
student body, and reminding them of the importance of music making and making the most of
their talents.

5 ensembles performed at the Friday 15 July concert in Memorial Hall:

Roberts Wind Ensemble was conducted by Stuart Jones.
Marcus String Orchestra was conducted by Michel Brunsden.
Grutzner Concert Band, was conducted by Stephen Millar
Alexander Orchestra was conducted by Howard Parkinson.
Bishop Orchestra was conducted by John Curro AM MBE.



30 years ago

1995 was a year of technological advancement in the music camp office with items purchased or
hired to assist the Administrator, Assistant Director and Librarians with the smooth flow of
operations. Firstly, to allow for speedy communication during the camp, a mobile phone was hired
for the week. Then, the committee passed a motion to buy a photocopier which would accept
both A4 and B4 paper and be capable of enlarging and reducing images, all things we take for
granted today. An Apple Proforma 580 computer with a CD-ROM and printer were also purchased,
leading to discussions about launching an internet website and obtaining an email address. Posting
vast numbers of letters and sending many faxes was becoming impractical. During that year the
Roberts Wind Ensemble was formed in memory of Standish Roberts due to his long association
with the May, State and National Music Camps. As a side venture to the regular music camp, a
small choral and guitar camp were also held.

5 ensembles performed at the evening concert on Friday 15 July in Memorial Hall:

Roberts Wind Ensemble was conducted by Josie Little (Hawkes).

Franklin, later named Stanley Concert Band was conducted by Stephen Millar.
Burchnall String Orchestra was conducted by Judith Luck.

Alexander Orchestra was conducted by Andrew Dean.

Bishop Orchestra was conducted by Keith Crellin OAM.

40 years ago

The 1985 State Music Camp was called the May Music Camp. This was because the school year
was divided into 3 terms, with school holidays taking place in May, September and at Christmas. It
was directed by David Bishop OAM, the son of John Bishop OBE, after whom the Bishop Orchestra
is named. In the 1985 Directors Report, David Bishop praised the camp administration for their
organisation, concert stage management, concluding that the “administration of May Camp falls
heavily on Betty Marcus and | am sure the whole committee would wish to join in thanking her for
all her hours, indeed days, weeks and months of hard work.” Since 1998 the Junior String
Orchestra at camp has been named Marcus.

4 ensembles performed at Memorial Hall, St Peter’s College:

Stanley Concert Band was conducted by Hal Hall.
Shinkfield Orchestra was conducted by lan Russell.
Alexander Orchestra was conducted by Stan Closs.
Bishop Orchestra was conducted by Alexander Ingram.



50 years ago

In the May 1975 Students’ Association Newsletter, Leigh Middenway wrote “This year was the
thirteenth of May camps [in South Australia]. The weather could only have been described as
‘inclement’. The picnic was held on the worst of days with rain practically throughout — however
the enthusiasm of campers was not in any way dampened. [It was] a wet and windy one, but Mr
Bishop declared that was due to it being the 13™ camp. The atmosphere was very cheerful and
relaxed, and everyone agreed that having a hot lunch provided in the dining room increased the
‘togetherness’ feeling greatly, and that this new custom should be continued. Camp tradition was
maintained at mealtimes, with requests for jokes ... preceded by deafening cutlery rattling.” John
Bishop wrote “the hot meal had a wonderful unifying effect on the whole camp and important
supporters of music camp were invited to share the excellent community feeling so produced.”

3 ensembles performed at the Saturday night concert in Memorial Hall, The Collegiate School of St
Peter, St Peters:

® Miller Orchestra was conducted by Ronald Woodcock. Reverend John SC Miller was
Headmaster of St Peters College from 1974 to 1978.

® Hatcher Orchestra was conducted by Joannes Roose. Mrs Hatcher was the Domestic
Superintendent from 1974 to 1976 in the da Costa Dining Hall.

® Bishop Orchestra was conducted by Verdon Williams.

The concert opened with a fanfare by the Brass Ensemble, conducted by Standish Roberts

60 years ago

101 students attended the 1965 SA May Music Camp. Director Lloyd Davies reported that the aim
of the 1965 camp was to provide for future camps and indicated that the Strings Program
instigated in 1962 in the state’s primary schools under the direction of David Bishop through Music
Branch had a knock-on effect in an increased number of enrolments in junior strings, who were
successfully guided by their conductor Harold Fairhurst. Two orchestras were formed, titled Bishop
and Ray, and were supported by the Elder Conservatorium of Music Wind Ensemble.

The tradition of having a picnic began in 1965 and became an important part of the schedule.
James Ferguson fondly remembered climbing onto buses and Betty Marcus counting heads. He
also recalled each day starting with announcements and later eating lunch at trestle tables sharing
sandwiches and cordial. The concert took place in Wyatt Hall; a new building opened a year earlier
by Sir Henry Newland. The hall held 700 people and was very good acoustically. The concert was
attended by about 500 audience members. John Horner reported in The Advertiser, “The program
illustrated encouragingly the difficult by logical and reasonable steps from elementary adventuring
to brilliant professional polish. The children were able to see clearly where they were going.”



Where have we been?

Brighton Secondary School, Jeffrey Kong Auditorium

This year the South Australian Music Camp Association would like to express its sincere thanks for
being able to hold the South Australian State Music Camp at Brighton Secondary School.

In the years 1976 through to 1978 four Special Interest Music Centres were established across
Adelaide at Brighton Secondary School, Marryatville High School, Woodville High School and
Fremont-Elizabeth City High School. The concept embraced by these Music Centres was to foster
the development of musically gifted students by sharing music with others of like mind without
being separate from the mainstream education of a secondary school. These centres are run by
the Government of South Australia, Department for Education and Child Development. At that
time, David Bishop was Director of the DECD Music Branch.

Tonight’s concert programme is proof of the enthusiasm for music which thrives through our
students, tutors, conductors, and support staff. Each year concert programmes reveal the names of
students whose parents and even grandparents attended either State or May Music Camps. Older
programmes list musicians who have gone on to have successful careers as professional musicians
both in Australia and overseas. Many committee members, conductors, tutors, and other staff at
the SASMC have had long associations with this event, other state camps, National Music Camp,
the Australian Youth Orchestra, and the Adelaide Youth Orchestras Inc. Each of these people knows
the value of music for both their generation and the next, and that is why they keep coming back.

Adelaide Boys High School: 1962

The first SAMMC opened its doors at Adelaide Boys High School, West Terrace, on May 21, 1962.
On the same day, the Victorian May Music Camp also started operating in Melbourne. These two
camps began due to the fundraising efforts of the National Music Camp Association, which had
come to realise that at a state level there was a growing need for music ensemble events such as
the one our students have experienced this week.

At that time a much smaller group of students gathered at Adelaide Boys High School during a
cold, wet week to share 4-days of music making. The concert took place in Elder Hall. John Bishop,
founder of SAMMC and National Music Camp, attended the 1962 concert. Afterwards he wrote to
co-founder Ruth Alexander: “Music Camp has been an excellent success here [in Adelaide. The]
concert last night showed a remarkable four days’ experience. All in all, | am sure we can count the
May Music Camp idea well worth pursuing and developing.” 80 students attended the 1962 camp,
forming one orchestra and a smaller ensemble. The conductors were James Whitehead and
Norman Sellick. Lloyd Davies directed this camp supported by Harold Fairhurst, Irwin Meyer, David
Bishop, David Cubbin, Dr W Gallusser, Alan Tregaskis and others. The orchestra was titled Bishop
Orchestra, a tradition which continues to this day. It is named after Professor John Bishop O.B.E.,
founder of the National Music Camp Association. The co-founder was Ruth Alexander, after whom
the Alexander Orchestra is named. John Bishop O.B.E. was the father of SAMCA Life Member and
past Director, David Bishop O.A.M.



Pulteney Grammar School: 1963-1973

The SAMMC moved to Pulteney Grammar School, 190 South Terrace Adelaide in 1963, a venue
which provided additional space and facilities. Students attended for five days, with the 1963 final
night concert taking place in Elder Hall. Camp did not occur in 1964 but continued in 1965 with
Lloyd Davies directing 101 students. At that time the National Music Camp Association encouraged
each Australian state to form an independent committee to organise their local camp. The result
was the Incorporation of the SAMCA, which took place on May 11, 1966. 140 students enrolled in
1967, the majority being string players. Chamber music items were given each day by students at
lunchtime. The standard of the orchestras grew as did enrolments, and the committee believed it
necessary to raise admission standards. John Horner reported in local press, “The method of
recruitment now gaining momentum in South Australia through the schools ... may be the answer
[to why SAMMOC] is bursting at the seams.” Camp was outgrowing the facilities at Pulteney, even
with additional space provided by Gilles St Primary School next-door. The last SAMMC at Pulteney
took place in 1973.

St Peter’s College: 1974-2014

The 1974 SAMMC was held at St Peter’s College between 13 and 18 May, with Memorial Hall
providing an excellent concert venue, and the Da Costa Dining Hall offering the services of a fully
staffed kitchen. Changes were made to the Picnic Day and from 1976 a Camp Recreation Day and
barbeque took place on campus, which included sight-reading, chamber music and games. The
most noteworthy change at the 1977 camp was the formation of a fourth ensemble. It was
apparent that there were too many junior string players in the third orchestra, so a junior string
orchestra was formed. David Bishop concluded that this growth was a direct result of the
expansion of Music Branch programs. 271 students attended camp in 1978, reflecting an increase
in every instrument and prompting plans for a Concert Band, which was later formed in 1980. The
first Tenor and Baritone Saxophone students auditioned in 1979, and country students auditioned
by sending a tape-recording for consideration. In 1980, Bishop Orchestra students were privileged
to spend time with John Curro, while Maurice Le Doeuff rehearsed a Big Band which performed in
a lunchtime concert. The largest number of children ever attended in 1985, with 280 participants.
In December 1985, a fire destroyed the St Peter’s College Memorial Hall, which had provided an
excellent performance venue for the final night concert for 12 years. As such the 1986 concert was
held at the Opera Theatre, while music camp activities still took place on school grounds. When
South Australia changed from three school terms per year to four in 1987, the SAMCA decided to
move music camp from the May to July school holiday break. It was subsequently renamed the
South Australian State Music Camp, and the 1987 concert was held at the Dom Polski Centre.

Concordia College: 2015-2018

Between 2015 and 2018, SASMC was welcomed at Concordia College, another Adelaide school
with a strong music culture. The SAMCA was grateful to the headmaster of the College for hosting
the event during that time. The College Chapel offered a beautiful concert venue, and the facilities
were both warm and comfortable. Once again, growth and the changing requirements of hosting
SASMC meant plans needed to be made for another move in 2019.



Elder Conservatorium of Music, University of Adelaide: 2019-2024

Between 2019 and 2024, the Elder Conservatorium of Music, University of Adelaide hosted the
South Australian State Music Camp. The venue offered numerous rehearsal areas within the
spacious university grounds, along with an outstanding performance venue, being Elder Hall. In
2022 the Association celebrated the 60" anniversary of this event, returning to Elder Hall to share
the efforts of talented music students with an audience of supportive family and friends in the
same space as camp goers in 1962. The five years spent at the Conservatorium included many
challenges, such as the 2020 Covid pandemic resulting in the cancellation of camp for the first time
since 1964. Staff also negotiated the care and wellbeing of hundreds of children over a wide city
campus, a task achieved seamlessly due to a dedicated team and the calm organisational skills of
Samantha Taylor, who held the role of Administrator for 10 years. The Association is deeply
grateful for Sam’s dedication throughout that time.

This year has brought further change, but this is something the organisation has not shied away
from throughout its history. Each year brings new technologies, fresh faces and original ideas. In
2025 the camp has been welcomed at another Adelaide educational institution, and the story
continues.

Did You Know? and Where have we been? Program notes written by Jennifer Watkins.
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